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WELWYN HATFIELD COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the WELWYN HATFIELD BOROUGH COUNCIL held on 
Monday 22 May 2017 at 7.30 pm in the Hawthorne Theatre, Campus West, Welwyn 
Garden City, Herts. 

 
PRESENT: Councillors L.Sparks (Mayor) 

B.Fitzsimon (Deputy Mayor) 
 

  T.Bailey, R.Basch, J.Beckerman, H.Beckett, D.Bell, 
D.Bennett, M.Birleson, J.Boulton, S.Boulton, H.Bower, 
J.Broach, H.Bromley, N.Chapman, A.Chesterman, 
M.Cowan, J.Cragg, I.Dean, J.Dean, J.Fitzpatrick, 
C.Gillett, G.Hayes, M.Holloway, K.Holman, S.Johnston, 
T.Kingsbury, M.Larkins, P.Mabbott, S.Markiewicz, 
G.Michaelides, T.Mitchinson, N.Pace, M.Perkins, 
H.Quenet, S.Roberts, B.Sarson, P.Shah, N.Taylor, 
F.Thomson, K.Thorpe, R.Trigg, P.Zukowskyj 

 
OFFICIALS 
PRESENT: 

Chief Executive (R.Bridge) 
Head of Law and Administration (M.Martinus) 
Governance Services Manager (G.Seal) 
Mayor and Members’ Support Officer (S.Houghton) 
 
The Council was led in prayers by the Right Reverend Bishop Paul 
McAleenan 

 

 
1. ELECTION OF MAYOR: 

 
Nominations were invited for the election of the Mayor of the Borough of Welwyn 
Hatfield for the Municipal Year 2017/18. It was moved by Councillor N.Pace and 
seconded by Councillor D.Bell that Councillor L.Sparks be elected. The retiring 
Mayor then asked if there were any other nominations. There being no other 
nominations, it was  
 

RESOLVED: 
 
That Councillor L.Sparks be elected Mayor of the Borough of Welwyn 
Hatfield for the Municipal Year 2017/18. 

 
The Council, in partnership with Serco, hosted a Civic Awards Scheme.  Awards 
were presented to people living in the Borough for extraordinary commitment, 
dedication, energy and effort in their field or towards achieving a particular goal. 
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The retiring Mayor presented the following awards for 2017:- 
 

• Graham Lale in recognition of the work he had undertaken for the elderly 
and less able residents of Welwyn Garden City. 

 
• Wayne Bush in recognition of the work he had undertaken with the Town 

Centre team at events (not able to attend). 
 
The retiring Mayor invited R.Guy, Serco Local Government, to present their 
award for Environmental Services to the Sherrardspark Wood Wardens’ Society 
in recognition of fifty years of commitment to protect and promote the wood. 
 
The retiring Mayor invited G.Ward, Dean of Students, to present the University of 
Hertfordshire young person award to Eponine Laming-Nash in recognition of the 
work she had undertaken within the Borough and as Vice-Chair of the Welwyn 
Hatfield Youth Council. 
 
The retiring Mayor then presented the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Awards 2017.  
The Awards were to support young people to get started, improve and excel in 
sport, art, dance or drama and could be used to cover expenses such as 
equipment, coaching, travel or fees essential to their progress- 
 

Callum Nicolson Athletics 
Hannah Lucy Williams (not able to attend) Athletics 
Holly Jane Clayton Badminton 
Lavigne Leung Badminton 
Opeoluwa Afolabi (not able to attend) Basketball 
Robin Bedford (not able to attend) Basketball 
Shivani Aashish Patel (not able to attend) Dance 
Ellen Rose Day Football 
Eliezer Lagman Guitar 
Louise Grenfell Gymnastics 
Olivia Kilby Gymnastics 
Abbey-Rae Turner Gymnastics 
Jessie Anne-Marie Edwards Judo 
Alistair Michael Fitton Music 
Frank Brocklesby Sum Piano 
David William Shipman Swimming 
James Woodward Swimming 
Arabella Moen Tennis 
 

The retiring Mayor reported that she had raised £6,000 for her charity during her 
year of office, Hertfordshire Action on Disability.  The Mayor presented the 
cheque to the representative of her charity. 
 
The retiring Mayor presented her Consort, Mr A.Franey with a gift as a token of 
the Council’s appreciation of his service as Consort. 
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The retiring Mayor thanked Councillor L.Sparks as her Deputy for her support 
during the year and presented her with flowers. 
 
The retiring Mayor thanked S.Houghton, Mayor and Member Support Officer for 
her help during the year presenting her with a gift. 
 
Councillor P.Mabbott then vacated the Chair which was taken by Councillor 
L.Sparks. 
 
Councillor L.Sparks made the formal Declaration of Acceptance of Office as 
Mayor pursuant to Section 83 of the Local Government Act 1972. 
 

(Councillor L.Sparks in the Chair) 
 
Councillor L.Sparks expressed appreciation of the honour bestowed upon her by 
the Council in electing her as Mayor. 
 
On behalf of the Council, Councillor L.Sparks paid tribute to the retiring Mayor, 
Councillor P.Mabbott, for the excellent way that she had carried out her duties as 
the Borough’s Mayor during 2016/17.  She presented her with a retiring Mayor’s 
badge and album of her mayoral year as a token of the Council’s appreciation of 
her service. 
 
The Leader of the Council, Councillor J.Dean, expressed his thanks to Councillor 
P.Mabbott for her service as Mayor of the Borough and was joined by 
Councillors K.Thorpe, Labour Group Leader and M.Cowan, Liberal Democrat 
Group Leader. 
 

2. APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY MAYOR: 
 
Nominations were invited for the appointment of the Deputy Mayor for the 
Municipal Year 2017/18. It was moved by Councillor I.Dean and seconded by 
Councillor B.Sarson that Councillor B.Fitzsimon be appointed. The Mayor, 
Councillor L.Sparks, then asked if there were any other nominations. There 
being no other nominations, it was  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That Councillor B.Fitzsimon be appointed Deputy Mayor for the Municipal 
Year 2017/18. 

 
Councillor B.Fitzsimon made the formal Declaration of Acceptance of Office as 
Deputy Mayor pursuant to Section 83 of the Local Government Act 1972. 
 

3. APOLOGIES: 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors L.Brandon, LChesterman, 
M.Cook and J.Weston. 
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4. MINUTES: 
 
The Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 10 April 2017 were approved 
as a correct record and signed by the Mayor. 
 

5. ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

5.1. Mayor's Charity 
 
The Mayor announced that she had chosen “Celebrating Welwyn Hatfield” as a 
theme for her year.   
  
In keeping with the theme, the Mayor would be raising money for local 
community groups, charities and projects to support the people doing fantastic 
things in the community.  The Mayor’s airm was to celebrate Welwyn Hatfield by 
ensuring a range of charities and community groups would benefit from her 
fundraising efforts. 
 

5.2. Retiring Councillor 
 
On behalf of the Council the Mayor expressed thanks to retiring Member 
M.Levitt. 
 

6. ANNUAL REPORTS OF THE OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEES 
AND ON MEMBER DEVELOPMENT 2016/17: 
 
The Annual Reports of the Overview and Scrutiny Committees for 2016/17 and 
on Member Development were submitted.  
 

RESOLVED:  
 
That in accordance with Article 6.3(c) of the Constitution, the Annual 
Reports on the work and future work programmes of the Environment, 
Resources and Social Overview and Scrutiny Committees and on 
Member Development be received. 

 
7. REVIEW OF THE CONSTITUTION: 

 
Recommendations from the Cabinet meeting on 4 April 2017 on a 
comprehensive review of the Constitution in the light of recent major changes. 
 
It was moved by Councillor R.Trigg, seconded by Councillor J.Dean and 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

(1) That changes to the Constitution relating to the restructuring of the 
senior management of the Council including responsibility for 
functions and appointments of Proper Officers, the re-integration of 
the housing service into the Council, the creation of a property 
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company, external auditor appointments,  the formation of a joint 
building control service, together with general updating, including to 
Contract and Financial Procedure Rules and the procedure for call-
in of planning applications be approved.  

  
(2) That the Head of Law and Administration as Monitoring Officer be 

authorised to amend the Constitution to include these changes and 
to make any other minor amendments where required by Statute or 
decisions of the Council in accordance with delegated powers. 

 
8. REVIEW OF POLITICAL PROPORTIONALITY: 

 
The Mayor called on the Council to approve the review of political proportionality 
of Member appointments to Committees and changes to the allocation of seats 
following the Panshanger Ward by-election on 4 May 2017 as set out in 
Appendix “A” to the Agenda. 
  
It was moved by Councillor R.Trigg, seconded by Councillor J.Dean and  
  

RESOLVED: 
  
That the review of political proportionally of Member appointments to 
Committees and changes to the allocation of seats following the 
Panshanger Ward by-election on 4 May 2017 as set out in Appendix “A” 
be approved. 

 
9. APPOINTMENT OF THE LEADER OF THE COUNCIL, CABINET, LEAD 

MEMBERS AND COMMITTEES 2017/18: 
 
The Mayor asked the Council to note the appointment of Councillor J.Dean as 
Leader of the Council in 2016. 
 
The Mayor then asked the Council to note the appointments made by Councillor 
J.Dean as Leader of the Council of the Cabinet and Administration Lead 
Members. 
 
It was moved by Councillor J.Dean, seconded by Councillor M.Perkins and 
 

RESOLVED: 
 
(1) That the appointment of the Leader of the Council and the Cabinet 

and Administration Lead Members by the Leader, as set out in 
Appendix B to the Agenda, be noted. 

 
(2) That the membership of non-executive Committees with their 

respective Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen, as set out in Appendix B 
to the Agenda, be confirmed. 
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10. APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES: 
 
The Mayor called on the Council to confirm the appointments of Members to 
serve as representatives of non-executive outside bodies as shown in Appendix 
“C” to the Agenda. 
 
It was moved by Councillor J.Dean, seconded by Councillor M.Perkins and 
 

RESOLVED: 
 
That the appointment of Members to serve as the Council’s 
representatives on outside bodies, as listed in Appendix “D” to the 
Agenda, be approved. 

 
11. ATTENDANCES: 

 
Attendances by Councillors at meetings of the Council, Cabinet, Committees and 
Panels during the Municipal Year 2016/17 were set out in Appendix “D” to the 
Agenda. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 
That the list showing the number of attendances by Councillors at 
meetings of the Council, Cabinet, Committees and Panels during the 
Municipal Year 2016/17, as set out in Appendix “D” to the Agenda, be 
received. 

 
12. TIMETABLE OF MEETINGS 2017/18: 

 
Dates of meetings of the Council, Cabinet, Committees and Cabinet Panels for 
the Municipal Year 2017/18 were set out in Appendix “E” to the Agenda. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 
That dates of meetings of the Council, Cabinet, Committees and Cabinet 
Panels for the Municipal Year 2017/18, as set out in Appendix “E” to the 
Agenda, be approved. 

 
Meeting ended at 8.25pm 
GS 

 


